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26 July 2007

Dear Colleagues

The Third International Meeting on the Establishment of the proposed South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation requested the Chair to prepare a second revision of the draft text of an Agreement taking into account the comments participants had made on the first revision of that draft Agreement (SP/03/WP1) during the Third Meeting in Reñaca, Chile.

I have now completed this revision and it is attached to this letter.  It is also being posted on the website (www.southpacificrfmo.org).

In preparing this revision I have, as requested, endeavoured to take account of the discussions in Reñaca and the various proposals – general and specific, oral and written – that were made by delegations.  My hope is that this draft may move us closer to a consensus text.

As a general point I would note that where possible I have tried to simplify the text and remove duplication.  But where it has seemed necessary I have introduced new material. 

One new element which I might mention in particular is the more explicit inclusion of the application of an ecosystem approach to fisheries management.  In Reñaca a number of participants suggested that the application of this approach, together with the precautionary approach, was essential for sound long term fisheries management.  Those suggestions built on the FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries: the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (2003), the Report of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Impacts of Fishing on Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (A/61/154), the Report of the Review Conference on the 1995 Agreement (A/CONF.210/2006/15), and the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions on Sustainable Fisheries (in particular, the most recent UNGA61/105).  In addition, the need for an ecosystem approach to international fisheries management is a strong theme in the recent Report of an Independent Panel to Develop a Model for Improved Governance by Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (Recommended Best Practices for Regional Fisheries Management Organisations, 2007) and in much contemporary academic commentary on the state of international fisheries management.  

An increasing number of States have adopted, amended or are in the process of amending their fisheries legislation to incorporate an ecosystem approach and a number of RFMOs are giving similar consideration to building the ecosystem approach into their work.  Given these developments it would seem appropriate and even necessary to make it clear on the face of the Agreement that this new regional fisheries management organisation will apply an ecosystem approach as well as a precautionary approach in its fisheries management.

As to the methods of work for our upcoming meeting in Noumea in September, I would suggest that, although delegations must remain free to make comments of a general kind if they wish to do so, we now need to move into a more intensive and informal working mode if we are to make the necessary progress in resolving the remaining points of difference amongst us.  I plan to undertake consultations with delegations in advance of the Noumea meeting on the most efficient and effective ways in which we might structure and approach our work.  To that end I would ask delegations to let me know, in the light of the attached revised text, the key issues that, from their perspective, remain to be resolved in order to reach consensus.  I would also welcome any suggestions on process, including whether there are any issues the resolution of which might be assisted by discussion in a scientific or technical expert group.

I would be pleased to receive any comments from delegations by email.  I would also be happy to arrange by email a mutually convenient time for a telephone discussion if that is preferred. 

I look forward to our next meeting in Noumea and I would again encourage delegations to come prepared to negotiate to agreement on all issues.

Kind regards

[image: image1.emf]
Bill Mansfield

Chair

International Consultations on the Establishment of the proposed South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
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